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that time forward he grew worse and worse, but still
kept a good heart to the last. Indeed we were once in
great hopes of his recovery, upon a kind message that
was sent him from the widow lady whom he had made
love to the forty last years of his life ; but this only
proved a lightning before his death. He has bequeathed
to this lady as a token of his love, a great pearl necklace,
and a couple of silver bracelets set with jewels, which
belonged to my good old lady his mother : he has be-
queathed the fine white gelding, that he used to ride
a-hunting upon, to hil^haplain, because he thought
he would be kind to him, and has left you all his books.
He has, moreover, bequeathed to the chaplain a very
pretty tenement with good lands about it. It being a
very cold day when he made his will, he left for
mourning to every man in the parish a great frieze
coat and to every woman a black riding-hood. It was
a most moving sight to see him take leave of his poor
servants, commending us all for our fidelity, whilst
we were not able to speak a word for weeping. As we
most of us are grown grey-headed in our dear master's
service, he has left us pensions and legacies which we
may live very comfortably upon the remaining part
of our days. . . . Captain Sentry, my master's nephew,
has taken possession of the hall-house, and the whole
estate. When my old master saw him, a little before
his death, he shook him by the hand, and wished him
joy of the estate which was falling to him, desiring
him only to make a good use of it, and to pay the
several legacies, and the gifts of charity, which he told
him he had left as quit-rents upon the estate. The
captain truly seems a courteous man, though he says
but little. He makes much of those whom my master